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Headteachers Welcome

Dear Oakwood reader,

A Half-Term Full of Oakwood Opportunities

As we wrap up this exciting first half-term, I’m
delighted to share just how much our school
community has achieved together. From our
Reception videography experience, after-school
club developments and rich curriculum
experiences Oakwood continues to be a place
where curiosity, creativity, and care flourish.

Our curriculum remains rich and engaging, and
I’m proud of how our children embrace every
challenge with enthusiasm. Each day is filled with
Oakwood Opportunities – moments that spark
joy, learning, and growth. Read on in our
newsletter to see specific curriculum highlights
that have simply made the start of this
academic year so positive!

A few thanks from me to show my appreciation,
as headteacher, for all that our school
community do.

🎃 A Spooktacular Thank You

A huge thank you to our amazing PTFA for
hosting the end-of-term Halloween Disco – it
certainly was a treat! 👻🕸️ Events like these
bring our community together and create
lasting memories for our children.

👩‍🏫 Our Incredible Staff Team

To our dedicated and hardworking staff – thank
you for making every day at Oakwood inspiring
and nurturing. Your commitment to excellence
and care ensures our children thrive in a safe
and joyful environment. I can’t wait to work on
our OPAL plans together next half-term! 🐝

🌈 Celebrating Our Children

To our brilliant children – thank you for ‘Being
Better Every Day’ and for following our school
rules to be ‘Ready, Respectful, and Safe’. You
make Oakwood the special place it is, and we
are so proud of each and every one of you. It’s
been a pleasure to see you approach
challenges and opportunities so willingly this
half-term and because of this, we’ve embraced:
Kindness week, Harvest giving, Student
Ambassadors and School council elections! I
can’t wait to see where the year takes us all
next! 🌟

🍂 Wishing You a Wonderful Half-Term Break

As we head into the break, I wish all of our
Oakwood community a restful, joyful, and well-
deserved half-term holiday. May it be filled with
laughter, adventure, and time with loved ones.
We look forward to welcoming everyone back
refreshed and ready for another exciting half-
term ahead! 🌞🍁

👨‍👩‍👧‍👦 Thank You, Oakwood Families

To our wonderful parents and carers – thank
you for your ongoing support. Whether
attending Parents’ Evenings, staying in touch
through our communications strategy, or simply
being present in your child’s learning journey,
your partnership means the world to us. 💛

facebook.com/OakwoodPrimaryAcademy

http://facebook.com/OakwoodPrimaryAcademy/


Evil pea has been on the loose in our reception classes! Zog class and Snail &
the Whale have loved reading Supertatoe and have practiced safe cutting
skills, tasting and forming opinions about different fruit & veg! They have
absolutely embraced their Superhero topic and even dressed up as their

favourite heroes: Elsa, Hulk and even ‘Dad’!

Year Group Updates
Reception



Year Group Updates

Year One

From modern technology to games of the past,
year 1 have been busy learning how to use

their pointy finger to control the mouse pad on
our laptops, as well as learning how to play

‘hopscotch’ in History!



Row, row, row your boat, gently down the stream? 
 Will it float or will it sink? Science is a dream!

 Year 2 have been testing materials, drawing conclusions and making
improvements to their boat designs to see if they float, or sink!

 They’ve also been ‘on fire’ with their homework projects all about the Great
Fire of London! A great deal of thought and effort has gone into making

these unique buildings! Well done year two!

Year Group Updates

Year Two



There’s a worm at the bottom of the garden… or
should I say, year 3? In science, year 3 were

creating compost conditions for our wriggly
friends. They layered different materials and

tested which amount of water affected the
quality of compost the most!

Year Group Updates

Year Three

Forest School

This term in Forest
school we have been

very lucky with the
weather! We have
been exploring the
Forest school area,

learning to use tool and
we finished the term
with Smores around

the fire - yummy!



Year 4 are now our resident dentists! They have simply loved
their science topic this half-term all about oral hygiene. Their

egg experiment was a particular highlight and they studied
which liquids caused the most tooth decay! Their favourite

lesson was seeing how well they could brush their teeth!

Year Group Updates

Year Four



Just like our resident dentist, we also have
resident chefs! Year 5 had a fantastic day with

Chef John learning all about knife skills and
their taste buds! Mixed reviews on the lemon

tasting, but all in all a brilliant experience and
don’t they look the part too!

Year Group Updates

Year Five



On your marks, get set, go back in time to the Ancient Greeks! Not only did
year six love their hands on history, dress up day, but they even recreated the
Ancient Olympic Games with historic events such as pankration (wrestling),

weighted long jump, stadion racing (sprinting) and discus throwing! Our
winner were even crowned with laurel wreaths!

Year Group Updates
Year Six



We are so proud of our inclusive practice at Oakwood. 
 Children love sensory circuits as it helps them to feel happy when they come into school

and calm, ready to go to class for learning. 
Our small group intervention sessions have helped children learn about feelings and

things that make us happy and sad. 
In cooking this half-term, children have enjoyed making different recipes including: fruit
salad, crumble, rock cakes and chicken pasta salad. We have learnt a variety of cooking

skills – hygiene, knife safety, reading instructions and measuring ingredients. 

Year Group Updates

The Hive



We are so lucky to have a specialist PE teacher - Miss Stew -
who works across all year groups to deliver fun and active PE lessons! 

In Early Years this term, the children have been developing their movement skills by
exploring how to change direction safely and with control. They have enjoyed playing

games that help them build balance, coordination, and spatial awareness while moving in
different ways.

Across KS1,  the children in KS1 have been learning the skills needed for invasion games,
focusing on passing, communicating, and teamwork. They have enjoyed working together
to move into space, share ideas, and understand how to play effectively as part of a team.

And in KS2, the children in KS2 have been developing their ball skills, focusing on control,
accuracy, and coordination. They have enjoyed practising a range of techniques to

improve their passing, catching, and shooting, 
as well as applying these skills in small games and team challenges.

Year Group Updates

P.E



2023 2024 2025

KS2 SATs: Reading, Writing,
Maths Combined

38% 54% 57%

Pupil Performance Outcomes
We are extremely pleased to say that attendance is on the up and it’s our continued mission
this year to maintain our upward trajectory. Essentially, we know that children who are in school
more, make the most of school opportunities and reach better outcomes! We want the best for
all our pupils and we know that ‘each day counts’. 

Take a look at our attendance comparison between 2023-24 and 2024-25 below!

We’re also so proud of our year six SATs results. We know that KS2 SATs are a reflection of a
child’s journey through school and we’re pleased to share that we can now see a positive three
year trend for our combined outcomes, where children reach age related expectation in all
three subject areas. What’s really cool about this, is that this percentage puts us in the 50
centile of similar schools – it’s our target to reach the 25  centile soon! We can’t wait to keep
working on our curriculum offer, teaching and learning skills and targeted interventions in
school to continue supporting our pupils in reaching ever new heights! 

th

th



Parent Survey

You said, we will

A huge thank you to all parents who took
time to share their views on our school, at
the end of the Summer term. These have
informed our school improvement priorities
and plans for the coming year and we
continue to strive to address the key areas
you wanted to see improved.

I wanted to remind you of the things that
you said Oakwood does well, as well as
actions that we’ve undertaken in term 1,
towards our development areas.

Things parents 
report we do

particularly well

School is
friendly and
welcoming.  

Support from
the SENDCo and
SEN department
is a strength of

the school. 

Children feel
safe and happy

at school. My child does
well at this

school and there
is a good range

of subjects
available. 

Changes to
outdoor play are

better and the
school facilities
and variety is

good. 

Teachers take
time to

communicate
and listen to

parents. 

67% of our parents did not know 
who the Local Academy Board members

are, what they do and 
how to contact them. 

School dinners could be improved,
including portion sizes and inclusive

dinners for different diets. 

On Thursday 9th October, we held our first
LAB meeting of the year, where all current
LAB members met with Mrs Morgan to
discuss the school priorities for the coming
year. We agreed that parents would benefit
from seeing LAB members at key events
and Kimi Westgate (our co-opted
governor) attended one of our parents’
evenings to say hello to everyone! 

We’re also thrilled to have received four
applications from parents wishing to join
our LAB team. Keep your eyes peeled for key
information about the election process
herein!  Moving forward, we’ll continue to
keep you posted about LAB news and would
also like to share photos of our LAB
members with you to help you put names
to faces later in the year! 

We are continuing to work alongside
Aspens – our catering company – to
feedback our parents and children’s view,
working with them to refine the menu and
portion size expectations. We’ve had some
success with Jacket Potato and Pasta
portion sizes and have seen improvements
in the salad bar variety too. We continue to
share the menu link on our weekly bulletin
to support families to look ahead at what is
available for lunch each day.  



You’d like to see an improved offer of 
wrap around care, to support working

families, requesting that breakfast club
starts at 07:45 and after-school club

provision is affordable. 

School should have fair rules and improve
behaviour expectations to enable all children
to be successful in the classroom, on a daily
basis. You wanted us to better manage poor
behaviour from key children, maintain calm
and purposeful learning environments and

establish equal treatment for everyone. 

School could improve how they deal with
bullying, including putting in place

suitable consequences. 

You said, we will

Our breakfast club now runs 07:45 – 08:30am
and we’ve received great feedback from
several parents about how this is supporting
their work commitments. We continue to
work with East Sussex’s grant scheme to
strengthen our breakfast club and
afterschool club offer for our families and
we’re looking at how we can offer clubs that
reflect what our pupils are asking for. Waffle
Wednesdays have been running across term
one and have been very much enjoyed!
We’ve introduced a new diet of clubs for term
two, to keep things fresh.
We know just how much our children love
cooking and forest school clubs and we’re
excited to see how ‘nerf’ and ‘game show’
club go down this term too! 

As a school, we have recently refreshed our
behaviour policy for 2025-26. This now
includes a set of clear and concise school
rules and expectations: Be ready, respectful,
safe. Year two have even made a school song
to go alongside our rules! 
Across term one, all classes undertook
sessions and weekly class behaviour
meetings in line with our trust-wide
behaviour curriculum.

Themes included: values, responsibility,
managing disagreements, pro-social
behaviours and executive functioning skills.
These themes have been led by the
introduction of behaviour texts for each year
group. We’re so proud of the artwork that
each class produced to go alongside this
work, which now sit in our infant hall. 
For children who are always displaying
positive behaviours, we’ve introduced our
‘Golden Tickets’, and senior leaders have
been loving seeing pupils for ‘positives’ on a
Friday afternoon in our office! 
In term two, we’re launching Class Dojo
Behaviour Points, to recognise pupils going
‘above and beyond’! If parents connect via
the Class Dojo app, you will receive alerts to
let you know when your child has received a
positive point.

We have a robust anti-bullying policy and
investigation proforma, which is used to
investigate and follow-up any allegations of
bullying. As a school, we feel that this
process isn’t necessarily known widely by
our children or parents, and previously,
much of this has simply been carried out
‘behind the scenes’. In term two, we’ll look to
share our bullying investigation protocols
with parents and children, as well as
establishing the difference between
unkindness (one-off or un-targeted
comment or action) versus bullying
(repeated, intentional behaviour) during
Anti-bullying week (W/C 10th November). 
We’ll be inviting parents and senior leaders
to a coffee afternoon (Tues 11th Nov 2–3pm)
to discuss behaviour policy reforms and
anti-bullying protocols. We’re going to talk
through what this looks like in practice and,
most importantly, give space for parent
feedback and suggestions too. 



Our uniform policy needs updating to
incorporate girls being able to wear

shorts.  

Please could we have the newsletters out
every Friday as it’s nice knowing what’s

going on for the week ahead and the
school dinners. 

Absolutely! Our uniform policy has now
been updated to include knee-length
black/ grey knee-length shorts! 
As we head into term 2, we’re going to
continue our mission to drive our school
sense of belonging, and one way we
achieve this is by setting universal uniform
standards. Please help us by ensuring that
children wear correct school uniform,
especially on PE days where ‘plain, black’
tracksuits are suitable, but logoed or other
colour tracksuits are not! 

 
Communication 

How we will let 
you know about 

key events, dates 
and the life of the

school
Weekly bulletin

Emailed to all
contacts every

Friday

Newsletter
Published end of

every term

Curriculum
Newsletters 
Published at the

start of every
half-termInclusion

Newsletter 
Published every

half-term

Facebook
Weekly 
posting

Headteacher’s
update

Every Friday on our
website and

Facebook page

You said, we will

*Term 1 launched our Oakwood Branch,
weekly bulletin and most weeks, I’ve been
able to get this out on a Friday. Busy weeks
do occasionally take over and I apologise
when this is the case. 
I will always endeavour to have this sent to
parents as soon as possible, ready for the
coming week! 

As part of our pledge to improve communication with our parent body, we’ve streamlined our
communication channels and have introduced key documents that will be used to
communicate regularly with parents. We now have the following up and running! 



oakwoodprimaryacademy.org/calendar/?calid=2&pid=54&viewid=2 

New school website

Strategic Improvement Priorities: 
‘Being Better Every Day’ 

Although our website address has remained the same, we hope that
parent users will begin to experience much better functionality of our
website, especially when accessing this from mobile devices. Across
term 1, our staff team have worked hard to update the content so that
this reflects our most up-to-date information. One of the key areas
that I would like to draw your attention to is the calendar function,
which outlines key dates for the whole-year. You can find this here:

Each year, we work collaboratively with our
central team at Aurora Academies Trust,
senior leaders at Oakwood, our parent,
staff and pupil surveys to evaluate our
school effectiveness and set new
objectives for the next academic year. We
are determined to live by our school vision
statement: ‘Being Better Every Day’ and
this year, we will be focusing on 6 key
areas, outlined on the next page

http://oakwoodprimaryacademy.org/calendar/?calid=2&pid=54&viewid=2
http://oakwoodprimaryacademy.org/calendar/?calid=2&pid=54&viewid=2


Subject specific book looks,
giving teachers feedback about

ways they can continue to
improve pupil outcomes.

In term 1, here are just some of the actions we’ve undertaken towards achieving our
objectives: 

Innovation around attendance
awards for term 2 - more news on

this coming soon!

Reviewed whole-school
behaviour policy and approach -

training given to all staff.

Regular communications on
school platforms about our

school’s great offer and events!

‘Hive’ make-over, ensuring this
is a purposeful and inclusive

space for all pupils who require
support.

Introduction of three new school
rules and the Makaton signing to

go alongside these.

Revised new school website and
key information for all parents.

Plans to introduce Class Dojo for
term 2 to celebrate positive

behaviour points!

Introduction of Golden Tickets on
a Friday to celebrate excellence

and ‘role model’ behaviours!



https://www.oakwoodprimaryacademy.org/lunch-menus

What parents need to know about Fortnite

Dinner menu

Safeguarding Link

Click the link!

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/fortnite-2?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--QpXY6hqeu8LFWs5cjDaQhYHgE6smmjwOn0OEvpsbe1voF84CNiE1gZoxiua5gK8sXc5TU-kVdrDP_wihPyL4gBgO_y-F6Z31ZzAJeHl3GsPxBXUQ&_hsmi=120078497&utm_content=120078497&utm_source=hs_email


PE days



Uniform information



Monday 3  Novemberrd

Start of Term two

W/C Monday 10th November
Anti-bullying Week 

Friday 14th November
INSET Day (Nursery open as usual) 

Friday 21st November
Winter fayre! (3.30 – 5pm) 
Mufti-day (Children in Need), OPAL PTFA donation
PINS Project Coffee Afternoon 2 – 3pm

W/C Monday 8th December
Aurora Inter-school TTRS Competition Begins!

Friday 12th December
KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal to whole-school

Tuesday 16th December
KS1 Nativity Performance to parents (p.m) 

Wednesday 17th December
Whole-school Reindeer Walk & Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 18th December
KS1 Nativity Performance to parents (a.m) 
Upper KS2 Carol Concert (Church) 13:30 and 18:00

Friday 19th December
End of Term Two

Monday 5th January
INSET Day 

Tuesday 6th January
Start of Term Three

Term dates



Parent Reminder

If your contact details change,
please ensure that you let our
school office know.

School office telephone: 
01323 501251

School office email:
OPAoffice@oakwoodpa.org.uk 

Remember to keep up-to-date
via the Arbor App too! 

Book online via Class for Kids.



Community Notices
& Events 



Community Notices
& Events 



 
Get in touch
Oakwood Primary Academy

Magnolia Walk, Eastbourne
East Sussex, BN22 0SS

T: 01323 501251    
E: OPAOffice@oakwoodpa.org.uk
Facebook/OakwoodPrimaryAcademy

http://www.facebook.com/OakwoodPrimaryAcademy

